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ITALIAN

GOVERNMENT

ANNOUNCES THE

NUMBER OF

FOREIGN WORKERS

ALLOWED IN ITALY

FOR 2022

 

The Italian government has announced a cap of 69.700 on the
number of workers from outside the EEA allowed in Italy for
2022. The decree, dated 21 December 21, will be published on
the Official Gazette of January 17, 2022.

http://www.mazzeschi.it/
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More than half of quotas are reserved to
entries for seasonal work (42.000); there
are 20.000 quotas for subordinate work, but
only for specific sectors of activity (road
haulage, building, and hospitality/tourism
industry) and for certain nationalities; the
majority of remaining quotas are reserved to
permit conversion (7000) for foreign citizens
already in possession of a residence permit
in Italy or EU (study, seasonal work,
permanent) intending to change status i.e.
to convert the existing permit into a permit
for employment/self-employment.

The rest – a few quotas – are for self-
employment work (500) and special
categories (200) of foreigners (such as
Venezuela’s residents with Italian ancestors
or individuals who have completed specific
training in their country of residence).

Background

Immigration for work purposes in Italy is
based on a quota system which is fixed
annually by means of a Decree – the so-
called “decreto-flussi“. The decree sets
the numerical limits for each category of
foreign nationals allowed to apply for a
work permit and the period during which
applications can be submitted. Permits
are normally granted on a first-come,
first-served basis.

Several categories of workers are
excluded from the cap and are not
subject to a fixed limit, such as ICT
assignments, highly-skilled, executives
or managerial employees assigned to the
Italian branch of a foreign legal entity,
university lecturers and professors,
translators, and interpreters,
professional nurses, etc.



Agriculture; hospitality and tourism industry 
The following nationalities

42.000 quotas Seasonal Work. Limited to:
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How to apply?

Applications for permit conversion, permits
reserved to special categories of foreigners,
and subordinate permit applications in the
sector of road haulage, building, and
hospitality/tourism industry can be submitted
starting from 9 am on January 27th while
Seasonal work permit applications can be
submitted starting from 9 am on February 1st.

The deadline for presenting the application is
March 17th, 2022

Quota categories

The 69.700 quotas are to be allocated amongst 
the following categories:

NEW ENTRIES – FOR NON-EU NATIONALS RESIDING ABROAD

Within the quota of 42.000 units, 1000 entries are reserved to workers that have
already worked as seasonal employees at least once in the previous 5 years and
whose employers apply for a multi-year permit.
Within the quota of 42.000 units, for the agriculture sector only 14.000 quotas are
reserved to applications field by organisation representing employers (Cia;
Coldiretti, Confagricoltura etc.)

     Albania, Algeria, Bangladesh, Bosnia-Herzegovina, South Korea, Ivory Coast, Egypt,   
El Salvador, Ethiopia, Philippines Gambia, Ghana, Japan, Guatemala, India, Kosovo,
Mali, Morocco, Mauritius, Moldova, Montenegro, Niger, Nigeria, Pakistan, Republic of
North Macedonia, Senegal, Serbia, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Tunisia, Ukraine,

20.000 quotas (subordinate work – work as an employee) in the sector of
road haulage, building and hospitality/tourism industry, of which:

17.000 for the following nationalities. Albania, Algeria, Bangladesh, Bosnia-
Herzegovina, South Korea, Ivory Coast, Egypt, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Philippines
Gambia, Ghana, Japan, Guatemala, India, Kosovo, Mali, Morocco, Mauritius,
Moldova, Montenegro, Niger, Nigeria, Pakistan, Republic of North Macedonia,
Senegal, Serbia, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Tunisia, Ukraine,
3000 for citizens of countries with which Italy will have cooperation agreements in
2022
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100 quotas (subordinate work – work as an employee). For foreign nationals
resident abroad who have completed an educational/training program in their
home country (pursuant to Art. 23 of Immigration Law)

100 quotas (employee/self-employee). For employed or self-employed work.
Reserved to foreign nationals who have Italian ancestry and reside in
Venezuela

entrepreneurs intending to implement an investment plan of interest for
the Italian economy, involving an investment of at least € 500.000 and
creating at least 3 new jobs in Italy

500 quotas for self-employment

Freelancers/independent contractors who intend to practice: regulated or controlled
professions (i.e. individuals belonging to a professional association or enrolled with
an official/public register) OR professions that are not non-regulated but are
considered representative at national level and included in the lists edited by the
Public Administration
Holders of corporate offices or administrative/controlling positions (any of the
following: Chairman, CEO, Member of board of directors, Auditor) in an Italian
company, active since at least 3 years (requirements set in Visa Decree May 11,
2011 n.850)
Foreign citizens who intend set up innovative start-up companies, under certain
conditions and who will have a self-employment relationship with the start-up
Internationally well-known and highest repute artists, artists of recognised high
professional qualification or artists who are hired by well-known Italian theatres,
important public institutions, public television or well-known national private
televisions (requirements set in Visa Decree May 11, 2011 n.850)

PERMIT CONVERSION – FOR
NON-EU NATIONALS 

ALREADY IN ITALY/EU (total
7.000)

4.400 quotas – from seasonal to
standard work permit. For
conversions of seasonal work 

permit to standard, non-seasonal work
permit (as an employee)

2.000 quotas from study to
employed work. For conversion of
study, internship and/or vocational
training residence permit into 

residence permit for work (as an employee)
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370 quotas from study to self-employment. For conversion of study,
internship and/or vocational training residence permit into residence permit
for self-employment

200 quotas for holders of an EU residence permit for long-term residents
issued by a Member State other than Italy who wish to apply for a residence
permit for work (as an employee) in Italy

30 quotas. For holders of an EU residence permit for long-term residents
issued by a Member State other than Italy who wish to apply for a residence
permit for self-employment in Italy

Employers should evaluate their need for work permits for non-EU
nationals, especially if intending to hire foreign nationals holding a
study, internship and/or vocational training residence permit or
permanent residents of an EU country.

LEGAL UPDATES

2022: ITALIAN

CITIZENSHIP UNDER

THE 1948 RULE



Having said that, as of June 22nd, 2022, judgments relating to cases per maternal
lineage before 1948 won’t be dealt with by the Court of Rome anymore, but by
competent local Courts.

So far, the civil case concerning the requests for Italian Citizenship under the 1948
rules of iure sanguinis submitted to the court have an approximate duration of 24
months. However, with the introduction of this new disposition, such duration is
expected to be reduced.
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With law No. 206 of 26th
November 2021 – in force since
December 24th, 2021 – new
disposals have been formulated in
order to make the civil judicial
cases more simple and efficient.

Among such dispositions, article
36 provides that cases regarding
the request of Italian Citizenship
by those residing abroad will be
handled by local Courts of the
place of birth of the Italian
ancestor.

Italian citizenship law is based upon the principle of jure
sanguinis (blood right), so any child born of Italian parents is
also an Italian citizen.
Said that, if you or your ancestors were born to a mother of
Italian origin before January 1, 1948, the process may not be
so straightforward. 

CHILDREN BORN TO AN

ITALIAN MOTHER PRIOR

TO 1948: CAN YOU

OBTAIN ITALIAN

CITIZENSHIP?



Unfortunately, this judgement did not have any
consequences on the Consular behaviour and if
you fall into the “1948 cases” and submit a
request of recognition of Italian citizenship Jure
Sanguinis, Consulates will strictly apply the
Italian nationality law and will reject your
application. Consequently, you can only proceed
through a legal proceeding at the Italian Court in
Rome.
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Under the 1912 Citizenship law, only men were
able to transfer their Italian lineage to children,
while women could hold but not pass citizenship
to their descendants.

If you think this is discriminating between women
and men, don’t worry, the Italian Supreme Court
agrees with you. In 2009, it established that it is
unconstitutional to discriminate between women
and men even in citizenship matters (judgment
no. 4466/2009). All descendants born anytime
from an Italian parent, father or mother, are
Italian citizens by birth right.

Let’s look at some more details about the lawsuit.

The lawsuit must be filed before the Civil Court of Rome and the
counterpart of the lawsuit will be the Italian Ministry of Interior.
In any case, the Italian government is not representing itself in
Court anymore. Even if there is no guarantee of winning, the
number of positive decisions is high, provided that the
transmission of the lineage is demonstrated.

The timeline is quite long, unfortunately, as with most of all Italian citizenship
applications. Proceedings should be made at an initial hearing to present the case and
one or two additional hearings to acquire a decision. Within two or three years from
the initial application, you should be declared Italian.



Do I need to travel to Italy and attend any stage of the judicial process?
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First of all, you can apply from
wherever you want. You do not need to
come to Italy, we will represent you in
front of the Court and will follow all the
bureaucratic matters after the Judge’s
decision, including registering your
citizenship with the Italian town hall of
your ancestor.

Moreover, it is possible and advisable to
make family applications. You can
include several family members, who
share the same Italian lineage and
Italian ancestor. We can offer special
reductions for any additional applicants
and minors can be included for free.

let’s beat the rule… there are 

also some advantages.

FAQ – ITALIAN CITIZENSHIP 

BY DESCENT: 

THE 1948 RULE

No, there is no need for you to come to Italy to start the process in the
Court or to stay in Italy until the judgment will be released as your
lawyers will participate in the process on your behalf. (yet, a power of
attorney will be necessary for this)



Yes, you will have a registry number assigned by the Court that you will
use to follow the procedure of your case, easily through an APP in total
transparency.  

Is there a maximum number of petitioners for a case with the same
Italian ancestor in the proceeding of the Court? 

Do I need to legalize, apostille, notarize my documents?
 

Can I follow my own legal proceedings? Or do I need a lawyer?
 

Can I live in Italy while my case is pending in Court?
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Theoretically, there is nothing to stop you from coming to Italy while
your case is pending in the Italian Court, yet please note that there is no
specific permit of stay for claimants of Italian citizenship before 

the Court of Rome. This means, that in order to come and stay in Italy, you will need
to request a specific visa and permit of stay that applies to your planned activities in
Italy (e.g. study, work, etc.)

No, as far as the petitioners share the same Italian lineage, there is no
limit on the number of applicants. 

So, if you have other family members or even relatives that are interested in requesting
Italian citizenship, it is probably a good idea to invite them to submit the request all
together.

Yes. All documents issued outside Italy must be notarized, legalized,
and/or apostilled. The process of legalization may depend on the
document and where it has been issued. 

Otherwise, such documents won’t be legally recognized in Italy.

Do I need to translate the documents into Italian when requesting
Italian citizenship? 

 
Yes. It is a general rule that all foreign documents must be translated
into Italian. 

If the translation is done in Italy it must be sworn at the Court by the translator. If the
translation is done abroad, it must be legalized by the Italian Consulate. 

Can I start the case without all the paperwork?
 

No, it is not possible to submit your request to the Court if you do not
have all the required documentation and information ready.



How long does the Court’s case last? 
 

Practically, it will depend on the Judge’s workload. Generally, it takes
about 2 years from the request of the Italian Citizenship under the
1948 rule, but sometimes it can be shorter. 
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What are the chances of success for the cause? 
 

If all supporting documents are in good order, the chances to win the
case are high. In most cases, the Italian Ministry of Interior does not
raise any objection and the case is decided favourably by the Judge. 
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