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Starting from April 22 until May 10
included, due to the release of a
new website, it will not be possible
to send work permit and family
clearance applications. The new
website should be available starting
from May 11.

Also, during this window of time,
immigration offices may not be fully
operating, as a result 
in-country formalities, such 
as contracts of stay, 
may be delayed

ITALIAN 

IMMIGRATION OFFICES: 

REDUCED 

ACTIVITIES FOR SYSTEM

UPDATE



The recent success of the Italian Team and the Tokyo Olympics has revamped
the discussions. In fact, around 15 percent of Italy’s Olympic team were born
abroad or have parents born abroad. On the athletics team, which includes
categories like track and field, that figure rises to almost 40 percent. While the
double gold medal winner Marcell Jacobs had Italian citizenship being born to an
Italian mother, his teammate and also gold medal winner Fausto Desalu, born
in Italy to Nigerian parents, had to wait until he was 18 to apply.
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ITALY’S REVOLUTIONARY

CITIZENSHIP REFORM:

ITALIAN CITIZENSHIP

FOR THOSE THAT HAVE

ATTENDED SCHOOL IN

THE COUNTRY?

Second-generation immigrants: “ghost citizens”

There are over one million second-generation immigrants who were born in
Italy or arrived in the country at a very young age that have this status
(Dossier statistico immigrazione 2019). 

New!

Italy’s current citizenship law, in fact, set forth
that a child born in Italy to immigrant parents
can apply for citizenship only at the age of 18
after having legally resided on Italian territory
from birth without any interruption. This
makes many young second-generation
immigrants a kind of “class B” citizens: they
are fully integrated into the society, Italian is
their first language but they are not “citizens”
and are excluded from many rights.
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Proposals to change citizenship
law have been discussed for
years without reaching an
agreement due to the opposition
of some political parties. In 2016
a law was approved to allow
athletes younger than 18 to be
registered with Sport
Federations, on condition that
they are legally residing in Italy
since the age of 10. This
exception, however, does not
allow them to compete with a
National Team until they turn 18
and obtain citizenship. 

Citizenship for young

 athletes

Citizenship for special merits

In exceptional circumstances, Italy allows
citizenship to be granted for special merits,
this includes sports achievements. The
athlete Yassine Rachik was granted
citizenship in 2015 for sports merits. He is
originally from Morocco and emigrated to
Italy with his parents very young. Under the
Italian flag, he won the bronze medal in the
Men’s Marathon at the 2018 European
Championships. Other athletes who were
granted citizenship are the Cuban wrestler
Abraham de Jesus Conyedo Ruano and the
US ice hockey player Chelsea Marie Furlani.



Opposition against the reform

is still strong
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The draft reform: 

“ius scholae”

Said that however, the above
exceptions would not solve the
problem of a hundred thousand VNP
(very normal people). In March,
however, the Constitutional Affairs
Committee of the Chamber of
Deputies in Italy adopted the first
draft of a new proposal which could
finally be approved. The proposal is
based upon the principle which has
been named “ius scholae” or “ius
culturae”, which translated from
Latin meaning “right deriving from
school’s attendance”. 
Citizenship would be granted to
those that have attended school in
the country.

 In particular, it states that a child born in
Italy to foreign parents that have legal
residence, and has also regularly
attended school for at least one academic
cycle for a minimum of five 
years, can acquire Italian 
citizenship at the 
request of the parents.
This route is also open
to children not born in
Italy as long as they are
under the age of 12.

Despite the support of many parts of the
society, the proposal is still giving rise to
strong opposition by some parties and
more than 700 amendments have been
tabled to amend the bill.

Many of the proposed
changes were made to
delay the final discussion
on the draft and many
others are kind of bizarre,
such as :
(i) conditioning citizenship
adjudication to having
obtained a diploma with a
minimum score of 90/100,
or 
(ii) to passing an exam on
odd subjects like showing
adequate knowledge of
Italian traditional food
products, knowing the
most popular traditional
festivities or (iii) even
requesting to prepare a
written excerpt of a
popular folk song. 



What are the rules in the other EU

countries?

ITALY: 

FAST-TRACK

IMMIGRATION

PROCESS FOR

HIGHLY SKILLED

WORK PERMIT

APPLICATIONS
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The final reform has still many obstacles on its way but the hope is
that it can be approved soon.

A comparative overview of the frameworks in place across
the Member States of the European Union (EU) on access
to national citizenship for new migrants from third
countries, through naturalisation can be found in this
study prepared in 2019 by the European Migration
Network.

Did you know that there is a “special process” that allows to
shorten the immigration process of the seconded workers to
Italy?

1. What is an Italian Fast-Track

Immigration Process?

Companies that often need to bring highly skilled foreign workers to Italy
(either on temporary assignment or to be employed locally) may choose to be
registered as “recognised” sponsor with the Italian Ministry of Interior, thus
accessing expedite highly skilled worker’s admission procedures.
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The host company shall sign a so-called
Protocollo di Intesa (Protocol Agreement
or Memorandum of Understanding, MOU),
with the Ministry of Interior. The protocol
is applicable to (one protocol must be
signed for each procedure):

• Managers or highly qualified personnel
seconded to Italy (intra company
assignment). Allows foreign employees in
an executive/senior
managerial/specialized knowledge role to
be temporarily assigned to a
subsidiary/branch/affiliate.
• EU Blue Card – Highly skilled workers.
For highly qualified workers to be placed
under a local job contract as employees
of the Italian company.
• Managers/specialists/trainees seconded
to Italy in the framework of an intra-
corporate transfer.

2. What are the advantages of the Fast-Track

ImmigrationProcess?

✓  Approval is not subject to a
foregoing Italian Labour Board
check, but only to police
examination
✓  Significant reduction of
processing time
✓ The work permit application is
replaced by a communication of
the terms contained in the
proposed contract of stay
✓ Less steps with respect to the
standard process (a work
permit is not issued)
✓  Supporting documents are to
be submitted only after the
work visa has been issued



3. Application of the Italian work permit under the

Fast-Track Process
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Under this procedure, the prospective sponsor shall simply communicate
through an online form the terms of the proposed contract of stay to the
immigration office having jurisdiction over the worker place of work.
Once this is successfully scrutinized, the consulate having jurisdiction over
the assignee’s place of residence abroad is given clearance to issue the
work visa.
After the employment visa is issued and within 8 days of arrival in Italy,
the foreign worker must complete the in-country registration procedures
by visiting the Immigration office and proceed with the regular
immigration process to request the permit of stay.

Once the Fast-Track Process is completed, it is possible to proceed with the
request of the work permit application under the Fast-Track Process.

1.

2.

3.

Before the prospective worker
enters Italy with the visa, the
company must make sure all
documents are ready and in
good order or else he/she will
not be able to complete the
registration procedures within
the 8 days term nor to start
work at the sponsor company.
Workers should not enter Italy
once they have the work visa
stamped on the passport if
mandatory registration
requirements are not met.

In case of intra company
transfers where the holder has
an EU ICT permit issued by
another EU Member State the
process is even quicker as the
worker will not need to apply
for the visa before entering
Italy.

CONTACT US!

 

info@mazzeschi.it
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Non-EU visitors can stay in the Schengen countries for
maximum 90 days any 180 day period, but the
calculation is not easy!

 

HOW TO

COUNT YOUR

SCHENGEN 90

DAYS

What is the “Schengen area”?

The Schengen area includes 26 EU countries:
 

𝖠𝗎𝗌𝗍𝗋𝗂𝖺, 𝖡𝖾𝗅𝗀𝗂𝗎𝗆, 𝖢𝗓𝖾𝖼𝗁 𝖱𝖾𝗉𝗎𝖻𝗅𝗂𝖼, 𝖣𝖾𝗇𝗆𝖺𝗋𝗄,
𝖤𝗌𝗍𝗈𝗇𝗂𝖺, 𝖥𝗂𝗇𝗅𝖺𝗇𝖽, 𝖥𝗋𝖺𝗇𝖼𝖾, 𝖦𝖾𝗋𝗆𝖺𝗇𝗒, 𝖦𝗋𝖾𝖾𝖼𝖾,
𝖧𝗎𝗇𝗀𝖺𝗋𝗒, 𝖨𝖼𝖾𝗅𝖺𝗇𝖽, 𝖨𝗍𝖺𝗅𝗒, 𝖫𝖺𝗍𝗏𝗂𝖺, 𝖫𝗂𝖾𝖼𝗁𝗍𝖾𝗇𝗌𝗍𝖾𝗂𝗇,
𝖫𝗂𝗍𝗁𝗎𝖺𝗇𝗂𝖺, 𝖫𝗎𝗑𝖾𝗆𝖻𝗈𝗎𝗋𝗀, 𝖬𝖺𝗅𝗍𝖺, 𝖭𝖾𝗍𝗁𝖾𝗋𝗅𝖺𝗇𝖽𝗌,
𝖭𝗈𝗋𝗐𝖺𝗒, 𝖯𝗈𝗅𝖺𝗇𝖽, 𝖯𝗈𝗋𝗍𝗎𝗀𝖺𝗅, 𝖲𝗅𝗈𝗏𝖺𝗄𝗂𝖺, 𝖲𝗅𝗈𝗏𝖾𝗇𝗂𝖺,
𝖲𝗉𝖺𝗂𝗇, 𝖲𝗐𝖾𝖽𝖾𝗇, 𝖺𝗇𝖽 𝖲𝗐𝗂𝗍𝗓𝖾𝗋𝗅𝖺𝗇𝖽

These countries have signed an agreement
that allows their citizens to travel freely within
their borders.

How long can you stay in the Schengen area?

Third-country nationals (e.g person who is not a citizen of the European Union
and Iceland, Norway, Liechstein and Switzerland), irrespective of being visa
required or exempt — who intend to travel to the Schengen area for a short trip,
business or tourism, can stay for maximum 90 days in any 180-day period.
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How are the 90/180 days calculated?

Date of entry: shall be considered as the
first day of stay on the territory of the
Schengen Member State

Date of exit: shall be considered as the last
day of stay in the Schengen Area.

This rule applies only to short-term visitora.
Periods of stay authorised under a
residence permit or a long-stay visa shall
not be taken into account in the calculation
of the duration of stay on the territory of
the Member States.

Reference to “any 180-day
period” implies the application of
a “moving” 180-day reference
period, looking backwards at
each day of the stay (be it at the
entry or at the day of an actual
check), into the last 180-day
period, in order to verify if the 90
days / 180-day requirement
continues to be fulfilled.

Calculation is often not easy and
the EU has created an online
CALCULATOR which can be used
by any traveller. More detailed
guidelines can be found in the
USER MANUAL FOR USING THE
SCHENGEN CALCULATOR.

What happens if you overstay the

90 days?

A non-EU national who stays in the
Schengen area beyond 90 days (without
a residence permit or long-stay visa) is
illegally present, which can result in a
re-entry ban to the Schengen area.
Working in the Schengen area without a
work permit is also illegal (even if less
than 90 days) and can likewise result in
a re-entry ban to the Schengen area.

Depending on each Member State,
administrative and monetary penalties
may also apply.

https://ec.europa.eu/assets/home/visa-calculator/docs/short_stay_schengen_calculator_user_manual_en.pdf
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The new Entry/Exit System (EES): over-stayers

shall be automatically identified

The Entry/Exit System (EES) will be
operational in 2022 (starting date to be
confirmed). It is an automated IT system for
registering travellers from third-countries,
both short-stay visa holders and visa exempt
travellers, each time they cross an EU
external border.

The system will register the
person’s name, type of the
travel document, biometric data
(fingerprints and captured facial
images) and the date and place
of entry and exit.

EES will replace the current
system of manual stamping of
passports, which does not allow
a systematic detection of over-
stayers (travellers who have
exceeded the maximum duration
of their authorised stay).
EES will contribute to preventing
irregular migration also
identifying more efficiently over-
stayers as well as cases of
document and identity fraud.

BUYING

A HOUSE

IN ITALY

BUYING

A HOUSE

IN ITALY



As a general rule, Italian law
permits the purchase of real
estate by foreigners. However,
can be a few exceptions for
foreigners coming from
“sensitive” countries or countries
that do not grant reciprocity
rights to Italian citizens, which
shall be examined on a case-by-
case basis.

Hire a Public Notary to check 

Sign the “compromesso” i.e. 
 preliminary contract + terms &
conditions
Sign final Sale Contract before
the Notary + Pay sale price &
taxes
Notary fulfills relevant
obligations: cadastral
registration + transcription +
tax payment

The whole process takes around 
one/two months after choosing the
property:

     property compliance
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Can a foreign national buy a

house in Italy?

How difficult is the property

purchase process in Italy?

Which documents do I need to

sign the contract?

You will need to present a valid
identification document and a Tax
Code (we can obtain it from the
Tax Agency).

Is my purchase safe and

guaranteed?

The purchase of the real estate, from a
legal standpoint, is very safe in Italy.
Notaries act on behalf of the
Government and NOT on behalf of
either the buyer or the seller and they
are completely neutral. Italian Notaries
perform more duties than those
normally associated with Notaries in
other countries.
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Notary Public must carry out a due diligence
on the property to make sure that the seller
has the full title on the property, the
property is free from mortgages, liens or
other burdens, and it is compliant with
building and safety regulations. It is vital
that all these verifications are carried out
prior to signing any contract and paying a
deposit. Your purchase is safe because the
Notary has the responsibility of performing
due diligence.

 As an additional guarantee, if
you buy a property under
construction, the builder – until
Closing is finalized – must
provide a bank or insurance
guarantee equal to the price
paid. The buyer is therefore
protected against the builder
bankruptcy or failure to complete
the project. Furthermore, the
seller is liable for major defects
of the property until 10 years
after the Closing. Any sensitive
information about the property
are accessible to any third party
because are listed at the Land
Registry (Conservatoria dei
Pubblici Registri Immobiliari).

How much does it cost to own 

a property in Italy?

Tax liability varies according to if an individual has applied for residency or not.
Applying for residency means requesting the local authorities to register an
individual as living in its territory. A foreigner can apply for local residency only
if in possession of a permit of stay document issued by national immigration
authority (immigration compliant).
Taxes also vary whether the property is considered “primary home” (prima casa)
or not.



Local Taxes connected to 

property ownership: imu, iuc, tari, tasi

IMU: the tax on ownership of real
estate. It is not due on “prima casa”
(primary home), provided this is not a
luxury home. The amount due is based
on the cadastral value of the property
multiplied by the coefficients
established according to the different
types of houses.
TASI: municipal tax for services
provided by the local administration.
Based on the tax rate decided by the
municipalities
TARI: waste tax, due to financing the
costs of collection and garbage disposal.
IUC: it is made of IMU, TARI, and TASI.
It is due both by owners and tenants.

Taxes on the income 

from real estate

Foreign residents owning properties in
Italy are only taxed on the income earned
in Italy (i.e. interest on any money you
have on deposit with an Italian bank or
income you derive from letting your
Italian property).
Foreign citizens who are resident in Italy –
have applied for residency registration or
spend more than 183 days a year in Italy –
are subject to pay taxes (IRPEF) not only
on Italian income but also on their
worldwide income. In sum, the income of
all kinds received by individuals resident in
Italy are taxable in Italy and any income
received by non-residents from an Italian
source is taxable in Italy. This general rule
is subject to the provisions of international
tax treaties, which prevents the double
taxation of expatriates.
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If the Seller asks for a portion of the
selling price to be paid “black” (i.e.
undeclared) please note that accepting it
will make you non-compliant with Italian
law and you can have criminal as well as
fiscal consequences. Also, if you declare
a certain price in the deed (lower than
the one you have really paid, because
there is the “black part”) in case of your
next resale at market price (higher than
the one you have declared) you are
subject to pay a capital gain
“plusvalenza” on the difference between
the purchase price and the selling price.

 If you do not speak Italian, it
may be necessary to have an
interpreter who assists you while
signing the contract with the
Notary; typical fees might be
around € 1.000,00.
Make sure you do not pay any
deposit or sign any documents
before the “compromesso”
(preliminary contract)!

The “compromesso” is not
mandatory, but it is strictly
recommended to verify in advance
all relevant aspects regarding the
property.  Therefore, despite being
subject to an EUR 200 registration
fee and a proportional fee on the
deposit (0,50% on the amount,
which will be detracted from final
taxes) it is definitely worth doing it.
Though this is the notary’s duty, as
an extra guarantee you may want to
appoint a lawyer to look after your
interests and to ensure the property
is clear of all liabilities by keeping an
eye on the notary and ensure that he
is completing all the necessary
searches.
You may want to get the building
inspected or surveyed by a
professional (such as architect or
geometry)

Last but not least, the buyer can
request that the Notary acts as
escrow agent and keep any funds
paid by the buyer before the
transaction is finalized (deposti,
advance payment, etc.) in its own
account until the closing is
finalized. Only upon execution of
the final deed, the funds shall be
released to the Seller.
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COMPROMESSO

 (“PRELIMINARY CONTRACT”)

 

Promise to sell or pre-sale arrangement. It is best
practice to sign it before proceeding with the
purchase. It provides a further guarantee to the
parties and protects you in case there is
something wrong with the property. 

Be warned, however, you will not be able to pull out just because you have changed your
mind. You will need to pay a deposit (usually of 10% of the total purchase price). Generally,
the deposit is non-refundable, except in the event that the terms indicated in the contract
are not respected.

CATASTO, CATASTALE 

(CADASTRE, CADASTRAL)

It's the Land Register for the purpose of
taxation, showing details of properties
ownership and value.

“PRIMA CASA”

 (PRIMARY/MAIN HOME)

In Italy, a house is defined “primary home”
(prima casa) when it is located within the
jurisdiction where the buyer is registered as a
resident or where he/she intends to transfer
his/her residency within 18 months from the 

date of execution of the purchase agreement. Taking out residency means that
you are required to physically live there and be registered on public vital
records (Residenza anagrafica). The owner must not have other properties in
Italy on which he/she has claimed the primary home benefits and the property
must not be registered as a luxury property.

RESIDENZA ANAGRAFICA 

(RESIDENCY)

Applying for residency means requesting the
local authorities to register an individual as
living in its territory. Generally, one is
required to physically be there (at least at
the time of application) and as a result, be 
registered on public vital records. A foreigner can apply for local residency only
if in possession of a permit of stay document issued by national immigration
authority (immigration compliant)

IMPOSTA IPOTECARIA (“LEGAL

TRANSCRIPTION FEE”):

This fee applies whenever there is a formal
transcription, registration, renewal,
cancellation, and annotation in the relevant
public registers (can be fixed or
proportional).

Glossary

Mazzeschi srl

tuscany- milan - tokyo - taipei



IVA – IMPOSTA SUL VALORE

AGGIUNTO (VAT – VALUE

ADDED TAX):

VAT affects any exchange of goods and
services in Italy, at a standard rate of 22%
(but it can be also 4% or 10%). VAT is at the
buyer’s charge. In case of real estate, if the
property is sold by a building company 

directly and within 5 years from its construction, the Buyer is required to pay
VAT (IVA) on the sale price as follows: 10% for non-luxury properties; 22% on
luxury homes. A reduced rate of IVA (4%) applies to purchases with “Prima
Casa” benefits and not applicable for luxury property.

 

IMPOSTA DI REGISTRO

(REGISTRY TAX)

It applies whenever documents related to
specific transactions (e.g. purchase of
property, lease agreements etc.) are
registered with authorities (can be fixed or
proportional; for a purchase of property can
never be lower than 1000 Euro).

IMPOSTA CATASTALE

(CADASTRAL TAX)

It is applied on cadastral transactions
following transaction, donation or
inheritance agreements, (can be fixed or
proportional). 

“IMU” MUNICIPAL TAX ON

PROPERTY:

calculated on property value. Everyone who
owns a land or a property in Italy must pay
this tax which is based on the property
cadastral value. The amount depends on the
local authority and the size, location, and
category of property. “Primary homes” are
exempted from this requirement. 

Glossary
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