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Are you coming to Italy to study

for at least one year and would

you like to bring your family with

you? 

 

First of all, Non-EU family
members (spouses and
children) of the holder of an
Italian Study visa, qualify for a
permit of stay for family
reason to join their family
member during his/her study
in Italy, but under certain
conditions. 

What do I need to bring my

family to Italy with me? 

The preliminary requirements are:

a study visa valid for no less than
12 months

latest family certificates

adequate housing in Italy plus
housing feasibility certificate 

adequate financial means, etc.

This list is not exhaustive and
the other requirements and 

the list of documents for requesting the
Italian permit of stay varies depending
on many aspects of the case. (e.g. the
Italian city where you are going to live,
number of family members, nationality
of the family members, etc.). 
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How and Where to apply for the

Italian permit of stay for family

members? 

Once in possession of the supporting
documents dully notarized, legalized,
apostilled and/or translated, the family
members of the study visa holder can
proceed with the application of the permit
of stay for family reasons at the local
post office.  

After filing the application, the applicants
will be given: 

- an application receipt allowing them to
remain in Italy post the tourist allowance
while waiting for the permit of stay card
to be issued  
- an invitation letter to attend the
“fingerprints” appointment at the local
police office 

Benefits of the Permit of

Stay for family reasons 

It allows the holder to remain in
Italy past the 90 days tourist
allowance  

It allows working activities with no
limitations 

It allows the holder to travel in
other Schengen Countries for up to
90 days on a 180 days period 



A Non-EU national who is married to an EU citizen (or
those who are in an attested Domestic Partnership) qualify
for a permit of stay for family reasons, which is called:  

Being in possession of a Marriage certificate or a
Domestic Partnership certificate, issued by the
competent national authority
Being in possession of an adequate house in Italy
Being in possession of adequate financial means to
support themselves
The EU spouse must be registered as resident in
Italy

The preliminary requirements to support the
application are:
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HOW CAN THE

NON-EU SPOUSE

OF AN EU CITIZEN

LIVE IN ITALY?

CARTA DI

SOGGIORNO AND

ITS BENEFITS

Carta di

Soggiorno.

1. How can I

get a Carta di

Soggiorno in

Italy?

Once in possession of the
supporting documents dully
notarized, legalized and/or
apostilled, the EU spouse can
register his/her Residency in
Italy and procure a residency
certificate while the non-EU
spouse can proceed with filing
his/her Permit of Stay (carta di
soggiorno) at the local post
office.

an application receipt allowing him/her
to remain in Italy while waiting for the
permit of stay card to be issued
an invitation letter to attend the
“fingerprints” appointment at the local
police office

After filing the application, the

non-EU spouse will be given:



Within a couple of months of the fingerprints
appointment the permit of stay shall be approved and
the non-EU spouse must visit the local police office one
last time to collect the permit of stay card.
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As a very last step, the non-Eu spouse in possession
of the permit of stay card can register his/her
residency with the local Italian town hall.

2. Benefits of

a Carta di

Soggiorno

It has longer validity (5 years) compared to other
kind of Permit of Stay
The holder of carta di soggiorno is allowed to
work in Italy
Compared to other types of permit of stay, the
costs are less.
It allows the foreigner to stay out of Italy for up
to 6 months per year
It can be converted into a Permanent Permit of
Stay (if complied with other requirements)

CAN I HAVE TWO

SCHENGEN VISAS

AT THE SAME TIME?



Can a person hold 2 valid

short stay Schengen visas

covering the same period?

 

In this case, it is possible to file a
visa application for another
Schengen visa to cover the next
intended stay entirely. The
current valid visa should not be
revoked:  the period of validity of
the next visa should start on the
day following the expiry of the
current visa. This applies also if
the first visa was issued by
another Member State or for
another travel purpose.

I have a valid Schengen

 visa but it does not cover my

next intended stay, what can I

do?

 

The Schengen Handbook for the
processing of visa applications
and the modification of issued
visas rules how visa
applications from a person
already holding a valid short
stay visa should be treated.

Visa application from a

person already holding a

valid Schengen short

stay visa
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 A Schengen visa is a short stay visa
allowing its holder to circulate in the
Schengen area (up to 90 days in 180
days). The Schengen area covers 26
countries (Schengen States: Austria,
Belgium, the Czech Republic,
Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France,
Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland,
Italy, Latvia, Liechtenstein,
Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, the
Netherlands, Norway, Poland,
Portugal, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain,
Sweden and Switzerland) without
border controls between them.

First of all, what is a

Schengen visa?

In theory, it is not possible for a
person to hold two valid short
stay visas covering the same
period.
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Exceptions:

The Schengen visa handbook
provides examples of possible
exceptions to the principles when
a current valid visa should not be
revoked and that it is not possible
for someone to hold 2 valid
Schengen visas covering the
same period at the same time.

 

Cases when the current visa is revoked

 

Example 1: An applicant has a visa with a validity from 1 April
to 30 April with an authorised length of stay of 15 days. 

The holder has done a trip at the beginning of April and needs
to travel again on 25 April for 10 days.

Scenario 1: The applicant has
‘used’ all 15 days during the first
trip or the first visa was a single-
entry visa: in this case, the first
visa is no longer valid after the first
trip and the consulate should issue
a new visa with a validity starting
on 25 April.

Scenario 2: The applicant has only
‘used’ 12 days during the first trip
and 3 days of stay still remain on his
multiple-entry visa. To allow the
person concerned to travel on the 25
April it would not be sufficient to
issue a visa with a validity starting
on the day following the expiry of
the current visa (May 1). In this
case, the current visa should be
revoked and a new visa should be
issued (it is to be noted that a
Member State can revoke a visa
issued by another Member State). 
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Case when a person can be granted two valid

short stay visas covering the same period

 

Example 2: A person holding an ordinary passport where a
valid multiple entry visa is affixed needs to travel for
professional reasons with his diplomatic or service passport.

A visa may be issued and
affixed in the official passport
with the validity period based
on the intended professional
stay(s).

The Handbook recommends that
persons holding several travel
documents and two (or more) valid
visas in two (or more) different travel
documents should be informed that
the 90-day rule applies per person and
not per travel document.
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WHY WAS YOUR SCHENGEN

VISA REJECTED LAST TIME?

One of the most common reasons for
Schengen visa denial is that the submitted
documents are not considered enough to

guarantee the applicant’s intention to leave
the territory of the Member States before

the expiry of the visa.
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As per the Handbook for the
processing of visa applications and the
modification of issued visas (Visa Code
Handbook), “The assessment of the
applicant’s intention to leave the
territory of the Member State before
the expiry of the visa depends mainly
on the stability of his/her socio-
economic situation in his/her country
of residence: stability of the
employment, of the financial situation,
of the family ties”.

So, what are the examples of
documents that can be submitted to
prove the genuine intention to return
to one’s home country after the expiry
of the visa?

The visa handbook gives a list of

documents as follows:

 

Reservation of or
return or round ticket.
The visa handbook
suggests that if it is
not possible to provide
a ticket reservation,
the consulate should
ascertain that the
applicant has sufficient
financial means to buy
the tickets.

Proof of financial
means in the
country of
residence. These
can be a recent
bank statement
showing minimum
3 months
movement of
financial means.

Proof of employment
Documents such as work
contract, certificate of
employment in the home
country or information on
professional status or bank
statements, proof of social
security contribution, etc.
can prove that the
applicant has valid reasons
to return to his/her home
country.
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Proof of real estate
property.

Proof of integration
into country of
residence: family ties
(marriage certificate
or any document
regarding parents
and/or children and
their place of
residence; evidence of
professional status.

Applicants who are able to
provide documented proof of
their socio-economic stability in
their country have higher
chances of success of obtaining
a Schengen visa.
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